The Bloody Assize
two decent human beings like Chief Baron Montagu and M
Justice Levinz of the Common Pleas, listening at least for;
few moments to any extenuating circumstances that a poo:
prisoner could put forward. Whereas Jeffreys sitting witl
his despicable toady, Baron Wright, or his servile companioi
of the King's Bench, Mr Justice Wythens, could indulge hii
foul humours without fear of interruption or rebuke.
To anyone used to the crowded lists of a large assize
town, and the methods used to cope with them, the idea oi
forming second and third courts will seem obvious and
reasonable.   Jeffreys being in command of " the campaign,"
his orders would have to be obeyed.    But except at the State
Trial of Alice Lisle I do not think the judges sat all together,
though no doubt Jeffreys picked out any prisoners for his
list which for political or financial reasons he desired to try.
There were over five hundred poor wretches awaiting
trial at Taunton,   The judges and their train had a thirty
miles' journey from Exeter to reach the town.   They could
only have sat for a couple of days at Exeter, but no doubt
that was sufficient, as the list was a very short one.   They
must have travelled on the Wednesday, since it is reported
that they sat at Taunton on Thursday, September I7th, and
here in three days they wiped off a list of several hundred
cases, ordering any remanets to be sent on to Wells for
further consideration.
You can see the Great Hall of the Castle in which the
judges sat to this day. But you must fill it in your mind's
eye with wooden scaffolding and partitions such as used to
be set up in Westminster Hall when it was used for great
trials. The judges sat, no doubt, at the far end from the
Keep, and it is said by local people that the juries were placed
in the gallery at the side which has a separate entrance from
the courtyard. But I think that it is far more probable that
the petty jury stood at the bar as in other places, though,
perhaps the Grand Jury used the gallery to listen to the
judge's charge, and the room behind for considering the bills.
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